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The Opening of ROSTA Windows

“Mayakovsky Style” and the Culture of Soviet Posters

Qiaoyun Peng
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Presentation Outline

* Introduction

* Research questions + hypotheses

* The transition of Mayakovsky’s poetic language style 1919-1921
* Fieldwork & visual materials

« Contemporary application

* Work-in-progress: Mayakovsky - the new fashion?
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Introduction

Mayakovsky Soviet Poster

X A

ROSTA
Windows




b

e
—_—
O - —
B —
—
—

UNIVERSITY or TARTU

.

Main questions

 To which importance we should define the “ROSTA” period in
Mayakovsky’s work? Why?

* What is the “Mayakovsky style”, and how does it influence the style of
Soviet posters? (visual design application)

* How do we read Soviet poster style as a collective text? *

*work-in-progress
(data collection)
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Language style - transition: 1919-1921

 ROSTA Windows: a watershed between Mayakovsky’s early-later writing
period?

* Examples

* Explore the significance: why we study ROSTA?



colour, sounds, structure
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Mayakovsky has made a lifelong commitment in:

innovative forms of language and poetry

popularisation of poetry

write for the mass!
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“Imagination of the target audience”

NMNecHsA paA3aHCKOro Mmyxxuka. Pocta 6/N?

1. He xouy 5 6bITb COBETCK<an>.
baTtiowku!
A Xouy f1 XKN3HUN CBETCK<aun>.
MaTyLuku!
[Moxoawnn s B 6enbl CTpaHbI.
baTtiowku!

My>XM4KOB BCTPEYaloT CTPaHHO.

MaTyLuku!

2. Mo6biBan y [lytosa.
baTiowku!
OTnycTunm B3QyTOroO.
MaTywkun!

3. {1 kK KpacHoBy, y KpacHoBa -
bBaTiowku!
KynauuLue - cyk cocHOBbIN.
MaTywku!

4. 51 k [leHNKNHyY, @ OH -
BaTowku!
BbeT KpecTbsiH, Kak papaoH.
MaTywku!

5. MaMoOHTOB-TO reHepan -
BaTiowku!
MaTepLunHHO Haopan.
MaTywkun!
1 emy: "Bce nrogu 6paTba’.
BaTiowku!

A oH: "W 6paTbes 6yny ppatb a°.

MaTywkun!

7. BugHo, 6enbiK aHaHac -
baTtiowku!
HapaboTtaH He gnsa Hac.
MaTywku!
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6. A nopnanca Konuaky.

BaTiowku!

CBOPOTUA CO CKYN LLEKY.
MaTywku!

Ha YkpauHy MaxHyn.
BaTiowku!

[yMato, Ternepb B340XHY.
MaTywku!

A lMetniopa c Knesa -
BaTiowku!

Y opert: "Ceku ero!”
MaTywku!

He movAyY st HU K KOMY,
BaTtowgu!

OKPOMST POAHDIX KOMMYH-.
MaTyLgun!
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ROSTA Windows (visual materials)
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* Baghdadi, Georgia
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Characteristic:

1.Colloquial - language used in
daily conversation; easy to
understand. (*target readers)

2. “Visual impact”
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€. HAWE LEND KPACHOAPMER-

UEB onETH

Orn 14 Houn POCTA ... My v prcwo.
Cpenan ThICAYM TPM NNAKATOE W THICHY
wecTs noanuce .

»A cam”

14) Tob APy T RORTER) NONACT
B TAKYH TIACTY,
ATORBE € HAMIN HHKOTLR
HE CAYAMAOEY 310
GnaeTiamesn
AAGTY JROERRM conern !
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“Meme” of the Soviet time?
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Contemporary application

» Case study: “Soviet Visuals”

* Textuality of culture: decoding “Soviet posters” as a collective symbol

(or “why crywieHka became 3anpeLyeHka”)
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S SRt Alexey Kovalev &
£ @ @Alexey__Kovalev m e
; | see what you did there, @sovietvisuals.

@ Soviet Visuals
) Sponsored * €

Great October Sale! Up to 70% off (while stocks last). Items rotated daily.
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BY SOVIET VISUALS

“Visuals from behind the Iron

g B Curtain. Soviet (and bits of pre/post-
rplmnint CCCP WMEIOT NPABO HA OTAbIX SOViet) phOtOgraphy, architecture & 5:24 AM - 13 0ct 2017

design. USSR propaganda art.”

Facebook: over 161,9k likes; Twitter: over 85,7k followers. (last access 19 October 2017)
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It has been 25 years after
the collapse of the USSR...

East
(“real” SU)

- BOFA HET'!
wal r, . N
> 7,"1.
J <=

West
(“fake” SU)
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. JRKOCMOCBA3k

Soviet-in-fashion?
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Cultural space can be defined as the space of general
memory, that is, a space in which certain general texts
can be preserved and actualized. And their actualization
takes place within the framework of a certain invariant,
allowing us to say that despite the variance of
interpretations, the text preserves identity with itself in

the context of a new era.

(Lotman 1985)

Culture Memory
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* Decoding ““Soviet posters”... Communication

The addresser - The addressee
The audience - cultural tradition
The reader - The reader him/herself
The reader - The text

The text - Cultural tradition

(Lotman 1990)
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Sign - condensed milk ad in blue and white
Signifiers - an image of “traditional” Soviet style
Signified - case by case

1. condensed milk which are still in production today
(condensed milk as a symbol of “pure flavour”)

2. condensed milk image in Tartu graffiti
(condensed milk as “forbidden”, sign of violence)
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Sign system in culture(s)

Culture in sign system: interpretation and re-interpretation
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Soviet-Mayakovsky style” as the new fashion? il UNIVERSITY oF TARTU

MASIKOBCKUWU

A8

1LKAXALIN IPOTYA 2 PAADCTD BPATY,

Az @

MAYAKOVSKY I]3EF[|B[KHMH lI[\[l\M s o

Rodchenko / Mayakovsky, Advertising poster for Moser's watches at GUM, 1920s



na (OMK OOXOb BNYCTYHD NbELL
A HE BblHﬂH BEZ MANOLL .

C noMowek BEZUHDTRECTA
MHE BEZ[E CYXOE MECTO.
s [ POMDKA BEZNE se—
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Will you buy this?
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Thank you! :

Qiaoyun Peng
IM Russian, Central and East European Studies

University of Glasgow & University of Tartu

sophie.peng7 @gmail.com
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Stick in, douce folk. — Pineaipple, feesant’s breast:
stuff till ye boke, for then is your last feast!



